THE TRAINING OF A RULER
I have begun one. The record of his life has
made me aware of errors which arc by no means
easy to avoid/' Mussolini ticked them off on his
fingers. "Nepotism. A contest with the papacy.
A lack of understanding of finance and economic
life. He saw nothing more than that after his
victories there was a rise in securities."
"What laid him low? The professors declare
that he was shipwrecked on the rock of England."
"That is nonsense," answered Mussolini.
"Napoleon fell, as you yourself have shown,
because of the contradictions in his own char-
acter. At long last, that is what always leads to
a man's downfall. He wanted to wear the imperial
crown! He wanted to found a dynasty! As First
Consul he was at the climax of his greatness.
The decline began with the establishment of the
empire, Beethoven was perfectly right when he
withdrew the dedication of the Eroica. It was
the wearing of the crown which continually
entangled the Corsican in fresh wars. Compare
him with Cromwell. The latter had a splendid
idea: supreme power in the State, and no war!"
I had brought him to a point of outstanding
importance.
"There can, then, be imperialism without an
imperium?"
"There are half a dozen different kinds of
60